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Antonio Rafael Junieles Araújo  
Professor of Postgraduate Programs of the Faculty of Human Sciences of the National University 

of Colombia 
--

Lawyer. Specialist in administrative, labor and social security law. Master’s in Law. External consultant 
of the National Association of Smart Cities and Public Lighting of Colombia- ANAP-, Professor of 
Postgraduate Programs of the Faculty of Human Sciences of the National University of Colombia. 
He served as director of the Valledupar Metropolitan Area between 2018-2021, highlighting in his 
management the formulation and adoption of the first Comprehensive Metropolitan Development 
Plan with a focus on the maturity model of smart cities and territories, and the implementation of self-
generation projects of photovoltaic solar energy for public institutions. As a lecturer, he participated 
in the «Regional Cooperation Platform for Local Climate Adaptation», co-organized by the Ministry 
of Environment and Sustainable Development of Colombia, the Costa Rican Network of Local 
Governments, the Chilean Network of Municipalities, Adapt-Chile and the Colombian Association of 
Municipalities of Colombia; and, of the Cycle of Forums «Keys for the future of the metropolitan region».

Anne Amin 
UN-Habitat, Legal specialist at the Policy, Legislation and Governance Section 
-- 
Anne Amin is a legal specialist at the Policy, Legislation and Governance Section of UN-Habitat with 

twenty years of international professional experience in a variety of different areas, including advisory 

services in legislative processes, legislative drafting, capacity building and research. Her areas of 

expertise include urban governance, physical planning law and human rights. Anne holds a master’s 

degree in Law from the University of Helsinki, Finland, with a specialization in International Tax Law 

and a master’s Degree in International Law from the University of Paris VIII, France. She is fluent in 

English, French and Spanish. 
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Alfredo Bateman 
Executive Director of UrbanPro- International Consultant 
--
Economist and Magister in Economics. Director of UrbanPro. Lecturer at the School of Government of 
the Universidad de Los Andes and the Universidad Javeriana de Colombia. Consultant for international 
organizations such as the United Nations, the Inter-American Development Bank and the World 
Bank. He was undersecretary of Economic Development of Bogotá. He specialized in issues related 
to territorial development and economic geography and local economic development. Author of 
specialized publications on interdependencies and functional relationships in urban areas.
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Gianluca Crispi 
UN-Habitat, Lead legal specialist at the Policy, Legislation and Governance Section 
--

Gianluca Crispi is a lawyer with more than 15 years’ experience in supporting National and Local 
Governments in policy formulation and in the review and reform of their urban legal frameworks. 
He is currently working as lead legal specialist at the UN-Habitat HQ in Nairobi providing legal 
advice on land, urban planning, climate change, environmental and social sustainability, rule of law, 
governance and human rights. He has an extensive experience in legal analysis and the development 
of comparative studies, assessment tools and legal opinions. Prior to his current position, he worked 
as policy specialist for the UN State of the World’s Cities Report, a normative tool geared to inform 
policy discussion and to assist local governments in designing sustainable urban policies.
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Augusto Cesar Pinto Carrillo
UN-Habitat Colombia - Senior Consultant Urban Development

--
Urban Architect, with master’s studies in Environmental Management for Sustainable Development 
in Bogotá - Colombia and, in Urban Management and Valuation in Barcelona - Spain; likewise, 
specialization courses in urban planning and land readjustment in Obihiro - Japan, Seoul - Korea 
and Santander - Spain. He worked with the National Planning Department of Colombia occupying 
the positions of Deputy Director of Housing and Director of Urban Development, participating in the 
formulation of urban policies, housing, the city system, comprehensive neighborhood improvement, 
recovery of historic centers, space public and sustainable construction, among others. He currently 
works as an international consultant in the areas of urban development, land use planning, risk 
management and housing, and as such, he has worked with UN-Habitat, the World Bank, the Inter-
American Development Bank, GIZ, JICA, the Rural Planning Unit. Agropecuaria - UPRA and the Ministry 
of the Environment of Colombia.

Gabriela De La Torre  
Technical Manager for Gender Research and Policies at the Institute for Planning and Development 

Management of the Guadalajara Metropolitan Area (IMEPLAN) 
--
Gabriela de la Torre Rios is a feminist public servant with more than 12 years of experience in public 
administration. She has a master’s degree in Governance, Development and Public Policy from the 
Institute of Development Studies (IDS) at the University of Sussex. She is a specialist in public policy 
and gender, sustainable urban mobility, local governments, and metropolitan development. She 
is currently the Research and Gender Policy Manager at the Metropolitan Institute of Planning and 
Development Management of the Metropolitan Area of Guadalajara (IMEPLAN), providing technical 
assistance for municipalities and the subnational government in Jalisco to aim gender mainstreaming 
on urban policies. She is an active member of two feminist networks: Women in Motion Mexico and 
Desde Mujeres (From Women). 
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Maria Del Pilar Tellez Soler 
UN-Habitat, Metropolitan Development Expert 
--

Maria Del Pilar Tellez Soler is a Lawyer - Urban Strategic Thinking Specialist. With 20 years of experience 
in the Colombian government sector, supporting the development of normative and regulatory 
frameworks and leading public policy and planning strategies and projects. She is currently a consultant 
for the Policy, Legislation and Governance Section of UN-Habitat, advising on the development of 
global normative frameworks for the development of urban policies and regulations, city systems 
and metropolitan development processes, she has dedicated a large part of her professional practice 
planning and territorial development, and in recent years focused on metropolitan development. She 
has been the author of methodologies for urban and metropolitan governance, citizen participation 
mechanisms, and a speaker at different international forums on urban and territorial development.
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Jhon Williams Montoya G. 
Associate Professor, Department of Geography, National University of Colombia  
--

PhD in Geographical Sciences, Université Laval, Quebec, Canada, 2012. MSc in Geography, Pedagogical 
and Technological University of Colombia, Tunja, 1997. Bachelor of Social Sciences, Universidad de la 
Sabana, Bogotá, Colombia, Bogotá, 1991. Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Faculty of 
Human Sciences, National University of Colombia. Director of the Study Group on the urban-regional 
problems of Colombia (Geourbe), Classification A of Colciencias (2018). Recent publications (2018): 
Issues and problems of human geography: a contemporary perspective; Political and historical 
geographies. Views from the Andes and the Caribbean; From the noble city to the globalized metropolis: 
an urban and regional historiography of Bogotá; The subsystem of medium cities in Colombia and its 
integration to the national urban system. (2017).

Isabel Duque Franco 
Associate Professor, Department of Geography, National University of Colombia  
--

Doctor summa cum laude in Human Geography from the University of Barcelona, Advanced Studies 
Diploma in public space and urban regeneration from the same university, and Sociologist from 
Universidad Nacional de Colombia. Her professional experience focuses on teaching, research, 
and consultancy linked to local governments around social policy and spatial planning. Associated 
Professor at the Department of Geography - Universidad Nacional de Colombia. Has been editor in 
Cuadernos de Geografía Revista Colombiana de Geografía. She is a member of the Studies group on 
the urban-regional problem in Colombia (Geourbe). Her areas of work are urban geography, theory 
and practice of urban planning, and urban-regional governance. She has developed researches about 
Bogotá, Medellín, Barranquilla, and Barcelona. Currently, her research concerns urban systems, policy 
mobilities, urban narratives, and large urban projects.
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Mario Ramón Silva Rodríguez 
General Director of the Institute for Planning and Development Management of the Metropolitan 
Area of Guadalajara - Mexico 
--

Mario Silva has more than 15 years of experience in sustainable mobility and public transportation 
policies, as an activist, professor, consultant, academic and now as a policymaker. He has a degree 
in International Relations from ITESO, a master’s degree in Government, State and Municipal Public 
Administration from the Jalisco College and holds a PhD in Education with an emphasis on pedagogical 
mediation from the La Salle Costa Rica University. He served as Director of Mobility and Transport at the 
Government of Guadalajara from 2015 to 2017. He currently serves as General Director of the Institute 
for Planning and Development Management of the Metropolitan Area of Guadalajara (IMEPLAN).
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Maria Mousmouti 
Professor University of London and Executive Director of the Center for European Constitutional 
Law 
--

Dr. Maria Mousmouti is a Lecturer in Law at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies of the University of 
London and Executive Director at the Centre for European Constitutional Law, a research center based 
in Athens, Greece. Her research in the field of legislative studies deals with the concepts of legislative 
quality and effectiveness, legislative design and mechanics and their application in different areas 
of law, especially equality, fundamental rights, and European legislation. At the IALS, she teaches at 
the LLM in Drafting Legislation, Regulation, and Policy, at the Legislative Drafting Course and other 
specialised short courses offered to students and practitioners and supervises PhD students. She 
coordinates the work of the Sir William Dale Legislative Drafting Clinic and is in charge of the Urban 
Law Initiative a research cooperation between the Sir William Dale Centre for Legislative Studies at 
IALS and the United Nations Human Settlement Programme (UN-Habitat) with the aim to promote 
innovative research, generate knowledge and improve the quality of urban legislation in countries 
around the world. Her monograph titled ‘Designing Effective Legislation’ was published in August 
2019. She is Secretary of the Board of the International Association for Legislation, participates in 
many international research networks and works as an Expert for the European Commission. For 
many years, her work supported legislative and policy reform initiatives through research, evidence-
based advice and capacity-building in more than 20 countries in the EU, Southern Europe, the Middle 
East, Africa and Central Asia. 

Mariona Conill 
Mobility technician and manager of sustainable mobility projects, Metropolitan Area of Barcelona  
--
Engineer, specialized in management and planning of mobility, transport and logistics. She works 
in the Metropolitan Area of Barcelona (AMB) since 2014, where she started in the field of transport 
management and social pricing. Subsequently, in 2020 he began to work in the Sustainable Mobility 
Section managing international mobility innovation projects and participating in other metropolitan-
scale projects to improve air quality, urban logistics, active mobility and other aspects of sustainable 
mobility. 
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Marius Pieterse 
Professor in the School of Law at the University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa 
--

Marius Pieterse is a professor in the School of Law at the University of the Witwatersrand, where he 
mostly teaches constitutional and human rights law. His research focuses on urban governance, local 
government law and the realisation of socio-economic rights, specifically in an urban context. Marius 
is the author of «Rights-based Litigation, Urban Governance and Social Justice in South Africa: The 
right to Joburg» (Routledge, 2017); «Can Rights Cure? The Impact of Human Rights Litigation on South 
Africa’s Health System» (PULP, 2014) as well as a large number of peer reviewed academic journal 
articles on different aspects of rights-based litigation, socio-economic rights, urban governance, the 
right to health, the right to equality and the relationship between law and urban space. He is joint global 
coordinator of the International Research Group of Law and Urban Space (IRGLUS).

Pablo Francisco Miguel Aguilar González 
President of the College of Urban Jurisprudence CJUR International 
--
President of the College of Urban Jurisprudence CJUR International. Urban Planning Lawyer graduated 
from the Free School of Law Puebla. Specialization studies in France and Cuba in Urban Law. Master’s 
in Studies and City Management. Ibero-American University Puebla. 27 years of experience in Urban 
and Environmental Law. Founding President of the National Center for Urban Legal Studies A.C Member 
of the International Academic Association on Planning Law, and Property Rights. Coordinator of the 
Urban Thinkers Campus of the World Urban Campaign of Onu Habitat specialized in Urban Legislation 
and Fundamental Rights in Latin America, Europe and Asia, Head of the law firm Abogados Urbanistas, 
with Latin American scope in Urban Law, Lecturer in Europe, Asia, Africa and America in the area of 
urban law and legislation for human settlements. Member of the International Academic Association 
on Planning Law, and Property Rights, Member of the International Research Group on Law and Urban 
Space, Participating partner of the Urban Lex platform of the UN Habitat Agency, Member of the group 
of legal experts for the implementation of the New Urban Agenda of UN-Habitat and CEPAL in the 
Regional Action Plan for Latin America.

Rafael H. Forero H.  
Urban Policy, Governance and Metropolitan Expert 

--

Engineer. Magister in development. Specialist in development, public policies and project management. 
International expert and researcher on public policies, urban and territorial development and 
sustainable development. In 2010 he joined to the United Nations where he has held several positions 
related with public information, knowledge management and project management, collaborating with 
UN-Habitat offices in Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Brazil, Mexico and Kenia. He has participated in 
several publications as author, coauthor, chair and coordinator, and he has been lecturer, instructor and 
visiting professor at universities in Colombia, Mexico, Argentina and United States. In 2014 he started 
the Programme of Metropolitan and Urban-Regional Integration of UN-Habitat in Colombia. During 
2017-2018 he led the Urban Safety, Governance and Legislation portfolio of UN-Habitat for the Andean 
Countries. In 2019 he was appointed by Cider as the first Research Associate of the Universidad de 
los Andes and, nowadays, he is part of the Policy, Legislation and Governance Section at UN-Habitat.

POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMME IN SPATIAL ANALYSIS, 
METROPOLITAN MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE

PROFESSORS BROCHURE

6      METROHUB: GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME



Rashid Abubakar 
UN-Habitat - Legal Researcher at the Policy, Legislation and Governance Section 
--
Rashid Abubakar is a legal researcher specializing in human rights law, climate change law and urban 
planning and land use law. He has worked with UN-Habitat and UN-Environment on matters related 
to these subjects. These include research into the role of legislative frameworks on human rights 
outcomes in urban contexts and the intersection between climate change, governance and regulatory 
instruments for enhanced climate action in local contexts. The outcome of these projects has been 
most notably, a publication on “Human Rights, Rule of Law and the New Urban Agenda” (UN-Habitat 
2020), where he was a co-editor and the main contributor, and the Law and Climate Chage Toolkit. 
Rashid holds a bachelor’s degree in Law from the University of Nairobi and a master’s degree in 
International Law from the same university.

Soledad Nuñez  
Academic Director of the Diploma in Public Policies of the Comunera University of Paraguay 
--
Civil Engineer from the National University of Asunción and Master in Public Policy from the University 
of Oxford. She was Minister of Housing and Habitat of Paraguay (2014-2018). She promoted and 
finalized the drafting of the first National Housing and Habitat Policy of Paraguay. In 2015 she was 
President of the Assembly of Ministers of Housing and Urban Development for Latin America and the 
Caribbean. She was Director of the NGO Techo in Paraguay (2009-2013) and member of the Advisory 
Council of several civil society organizations. She is currently the Executive Director and founder of the 
Alma Cívica organization that seeks to contribute to the renewal of public leadership in the country. 
She is the Academic Director of the Diploma in Public Policy at UCOM University. His participation 
in the civil society sector continues to be very active, he is part of the Board of Directors of the NGO 
Enseña por Paraguay (Teach for all), the Advisory Council of Techo Paraguay and the Support Network 
for Precarious Settlements within the framework of the COVID-19.
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Xavier Tiana 
Head of International Relations, Metropolitan Area of Barcelona 
--
Xavier Tiana has been the head of International Relations for the Barcelona Metropolitan Area since 
January 2014 working with different international projects and networks (MedCities, Metropolis, 
European Metropolitan Authorities, UCLG, etc). From November 2015 to July 2019 he was Secretary 
General of MedCities, a network of more than 60 cities and metropolitan areas in the Mediterranean 
region. From 1998 to 2008 and from 2011 to 2013 he worked at the Barcelona Provincial Council 
as Head of the European Cooperation Office. From 2008 to 2011 he was Director of the Presidency 
of the Audit Office of Catalonia. He has a Postgraduate Degree in Local Administration (University 
of Barcelona), a Master’s Degree in European Studies and a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science 
and International Relations (Autonomous University of Barcelona). He has also worked for various 
international organizations as a trainer and expert (European Commission, OECD, European Institute 
of Public Administration, etc.)
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www.unhabitat.org  
Twitter | Instagram : UNHABITAT
Youtube |  : UN-HABITAT WORLDWIDE | UN-HABITAT

www.urbanpolicyplatform.org  
Twitter | Instagram : @PLG_UNHABITAT
Youtube |  : PLG UNHABITAT  
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