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Why a global state of metropolis?1.

2. The Report & the process.



WHY A GLOBAL 

STATE OF METROPOLIS?1.



In 2010 there were 4,231 cities with 100,000 or more inhabitants.
(UN-Habitat Global Urban Observatory from UN DESA Population Division).



Fundamentals of Urbanization

HABITAT3 Report

The UN Sample of 200 Cities (2016).



Urban extension has surpassed urban 

population growth

Developing Countries Developed Countries

Between 1990 and 2015, the area occupied by cities in Developed Countries increased 1.8-fold, while their population 
only increased by 1.2-fold. Meanwhile, the area occupied by cities in Developing Countries increased 3.5-fold and their 
populations doubled. 



HABITAT3 Thematic Meeting on 

Metropolitan Areas (2015)
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UN Urbanization Prospects 2018

UN WUP 2018 classify urban population by 
agglomerated and non-agglomerated 
urban territories.

UN-Habitat Global Database of Metropolises 2020 
compiles several urban agglomerations’ data sheets from 
the WUP 2018. Specifically, following datasets were used:

- Files 3, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17a, 18.
- Sources for Urban Agglomerations and Capital Cities.

UN-Habitat Global Database of Metropolises available in 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oWF7SMJW7rrXhb8-

SUO3d35blxZaKacN

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oWF7SMJW7rrXhb8-SUO3d35blxZaKacN


The World’s Metropolises in 2020

In 2020 there are 1934 
metropolises with more than 
300,000 inhabitants 
representing approximately 
60% of the world’s urban 
population. 

At least 2.59 billion people 
lived in metropolises in 2020 
equivalent to one third of the 
world’s population.

34 metropolises have 
surpassed 10 million 
inhabitants; while 51 have 
population from 5 to 10 million; 
494 from 1 to 5 million; and 
1355 from 300,000 to 1 million. 



Asia-Pacific is the Regional Group with largest prominence in 

metropolitan figures while Eastern Europe is its opposite

Asia-Pacific accounts for the 56% of the world’s metropolitan population living in 1038 metropolises while Eastern 
Europe accounts for 121 metropolises in which the 3,9% of the world’s metropolitan population lives.



Metropolitan population will grow rapidly

It is projected that the number of people living in metropolises in 2035 will increase to 3.47 billion representing 
39% of the world’s population.

1950 2000 2020 2035

Metropolitan
Population
(thousands)
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Urban population growth and new 
metropolises arising are related

There is a positive relationship 
between urban population growth 
and the number of new metropolises
among the Regional Groups. In all 
regions during next 15 years there will 
be more metropolises if more urban 
population growth. 

It is projected that 429 new 
metropolises will arise by 2035. From 
them, 14 new metropolises with more 
than 10 million inhabitants and 22 
new metropolises with population 
between 5 and 10 million.

A new metropolis will arise every two-
weeks during next 15 years. In total, 
there are projected to be 2363 
metropolises by 2035.
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New Metropolises and Urban Population Growth
by Regional Group from 2020 to 2035

Africa

Asia-Pacific

Eastern Europe

Latin America and the Caribbean

Western Europe and Others



2. THE REPORT &

THE PROCESS 



This is not the first report on metropolises



Theory of Change for Sustainable Urbanisation



Drivers of Change for Sustainable Urbanisation



SUSTAINABLE 
AND BALANCED 

TERRITORIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Integrative Approach for 

Metropolitan Management 

METROPOLITAN 
MANAGEMENT



Medellin’s EGM (October 2019)

EGM report available in
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fUON_MOQGOCUNEUxI-9j9qEtyPlZhkD7

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fUON_MOQGOCUNEUxI-9j9qEtyPlZhkD7


Medellin’s EGM (October 2019)

Declaration available in 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1i6qis1UD_RnawDh5vw261QjOQf7vHD3m

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1i6qis1UD_RnawDh5vw261QjOQf7vHD3m


Global State of Metropolis Report

Outline and structure

PART I

CHAPTER 1: 
Fundamentals 

of 
Metropolization

The 21st Century 
Metropolises

Major Opportunities and 
Challenges of

Global Metropolises

Managing Metropolises
from an

Integrative Perspective

CHAPTER 2: 
Metropolitan 
Policies and 
Legislation

General Findings

Multilevel and Sectorial 
Policies

Legal Frameworks

Policy Recommendations

CHAPTER 3: 
Metropolitan 

Planning

General Findings

Strategic Planning

Territorial Projects

Policy Recommendations

CHAPTER 4: 
Metropolitan 
Governance

General Findings

Institutional Solutions

Decision Making

Common Agreements and 
Collective

Action

Policy Recommendations

CHAPTER 5: 
Metropolitan 
Finance and 
Economics

General Findings

Financial Resources and 
Fiscal Systems

Productivity and Economic
Development

Policy Recommendations

PART II

CHAPTER 6: 

Case Studies

Africa

Asia-Pacific

Eastern Europe

Latin America and the Caribbean

Western Europe and other States

Annotated Outline available in
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RlaNDACggaOt0bs6vPFW_uQLG0kzdsyq

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RlaNDACggaOt0bs6vPFW_uQLG0kzdsyq


Abu Dhabi’s EGM (February 2020)

EGM report available in
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1J-oEBQi90KUT6Ecf2J4aRF4PF3Lqxrdy

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1J-oEBQi90KUT6Ecf2J4aRF4PF3Lqxrdy


Sample of Metropolises for Case Studies



Timeline January-June 2020

January March June

Validation of the 
cases and data 

+ 
Experts Group 

Meeting

Experts Group 
Meeting 

Abu Dhabi
(WUF 10)

Data analysis
and drafting

Data analysis
and drafting

Data analysis
and drafting



Timeline July-December 2020

July October December

Validation of the 
cases and data 

+ 
Experts Group 

Meeting

Global Report
Presentation

+
Political Statement

of Metropolises 

Drafting and
compilation 

of the Report

Data analysis
and drafting

Translation of 
the Report 

and preparation 
of policy briefs

International 
launches and 

promotion 
activities



Policy, Legislation and
Governance Section - PLGS


