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COVID 19 is Challenging Cities Globally
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❑ 4 Billion people live in Cities

❑ 600 Cities generate two third of 

global GDP

Cities are 

dual edged



Climate Change and COVID 19 

creating hurdles for Green, 

Sustainable and Smart Cities

City Services Stressed 



Cascading effects of COVID 19 

on subnational finance

COVID 19 led 
to increase in 
expenditure 
(health 
related) and 
drops in tax 
revenue, user 
charges and 
fees due to 
lockdowns

Source: OECD.ORG



Brighter side of COVID 19



Cities are Part of the Solution: Policy Responses

OECD 2020



Integrated Command and Control 

Centre (ICCC) initiatives 

45 Smart Cities Command and Control Centres 

turned into Covid-19 war rooms

BCG, 2020



RURBAN Platform:

Governance Framework

Multi-stakeholder 

team consisting 

of rural and urban 

stakeholders 

Collaborative 

process to guide 

the implementation 

of climate adaptive 

water management



Decision Support Tool – RURBAN Platform

Source: http://iadapt.urbanwatermanagementindia.org/



Seoul’s quick approach of targeted testing 

effort was applauded all over the world

Jakarta is the first province enforcing a 

lockdown and formed a special “COVID-

19 Response Team”

Bogotá’s Mayor, Claudia Lopez took steps 

to manage COVID-19 before the national 

lockdown was declared

Cities Best Practices on COVID 19



Example of Greener recovery

❑ Non motorized Infrastructure (NMT) –

cycling and walking and Green public 

spaces(Bangkok)

❑ Housing the under-served (Manila) 

❑ Car free neighbourhoods (Jakarta) 

❑ Affordable green building (Kuala Lumpur) 

Greener priorities of cities in sustainable recovery 

At a time when global 

leadership is lacking, 

cities and their networks 

are stepping up



OECD 2020

Focus aspect of Recovery: Inclusive, Green and Smart



Focus Sectors for Sustainable Recovery 

BCG, 2020



‘Outcomes based financing’ model for cities to 

lead sustainable recovery in post COVID 19

Source: https://slideplayer.com/slide/17248201/

Cities in 

Philippines, 

Bangladesh and 

Cambodia are 

utilizing this 

model in health 

sector to 

implement 

development 

projects



Green Bond Market is Rising Fast





Funds for climate projects are available and investors are ready; 

however, there is a shortage of bankable projects. TAP helps 

local and regional governments make their project idea robust, 

transformative and bankable.

Contact: tap@iclei.org
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